Performance Testing Project (PTP):
Uyghur Guidelines For Presentational Writing Skills
(Essay Writing)

This level is characterized by the ability to write an essay on various subjects and to present information,
opinions, concepts, and ideas to an audience of readers

Novice: the novice level is characterized by the ability to write isolated words and phrases.

Novice 1

In this level students can write simple words and simple sentences in Uyghur. They can write short and

simple compositions // essays about themselves, their family by using simple grammar. Students can
also give simple written presentations based on the pictures using the simple vocabulary.
Spelling of words that appear in such simple fixed expressions can be incorrect.

Despite some systemic evidence, range of both morphological and syntactic structures is very restricted.

Errors of structures are quite frequent (Appendix 1).

Some sentences from student’s homework (without corrections)
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Novice 2

e The individual can write short sentences mostly without subordinate clauses on topics involving
personal preferences, daily routine, and everyday routines.

e Range of both morphological and syntactic structures is narrow. There is some evidence of controlling
such structures but with many error types (Appendix 1).

e Range of vocabulary is limited to the following high frequency words; basic objects, number and
common verbs and adjectives.

e Most sentences are not appropriately linked together and little evidence of coherence among sentences is
found.

e Some errors in spelling and punctuation are found.

Some samples from student’s homework (without corrections)
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Intermediate: the intermediate level is characterized by the writer’s ability to produce short sentences which
are loosely connected, and to address parts of the given topic without the substance of evidence.

Intermediate 1

e The individual is able to write short paragraphs on a familiar topic within his/her field of interest.

e Range of both morphological and syntactic structures is limited. The knowledge of time frames and
aspects is emerging but not always with correct usage.

e There is some evidence of controlling such structures but with some error types in noun cases, vowel
harmony, and other phonetically issues.

Some samples from students writing journals (without corrections)
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(Appendix 1).

e Range of vocabulary remains at the moderate size and frequent lexical inappropriateness is found.
e Some basic connectives are used to link sentences into paragraphs. However, other cohesive devices
such as pronominal substitutions and synonyms are not fully employed yet.



Intermediate 2

e The individual is able to write longer paragraphs on variety topics within his/her field of interest.

e Range of both morphological and syntactic structures is still limited. The knowledge of tense and aspect
is still limited (Appendix 1).

e Range of vocabulary is large but not covered for low-frequency words. Vocabulary use is accurate for
high frequency words.

e The writer is able to use appropriate cohesive devices to connect different sentences. However, the
number of such devices is still limited.

Some samples from students writing journals (without corrections)
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Advanced: The advanced level is characterized by the individual’s ability to write several well organized
paragraphs on a wide range of topics.

Advanced 1

The writer is able to give systematically developed paragraph with main points and relevant supporting
details.
Range of vocabulary is broad including some low-frequency words and one can frequently produce
general vocabulary but at this level the speaker often fails to distinguish subtle differences among close
synonyms and to provide appropriate collocations (Appendix 1).
Knowledge of both formal and informal registers is almost complete. However, the speaker may miss
cultural and local references.

The speaker links utterances together using appropriate cohesive devices, and the number of such
devices is large. However, overall speech is not entirely coherent.

Some samples from students writing journals (without corrections)
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Advanced 2

e The writer is able to give well-structured essay of the given topic in detail.

e Range of both morphological and syntactic structure is extensive (Appendix 1).

e Range of vocabulary is broad including some low-frequency words and one can frequently produce
general vocabulary but at this level the writer often fails to distinguish subtle differences among close
synonyms and to provide appropriate collocations.

e Most of the sentences are well connected but some redundancy or repetition appears.

Examples from students writing journals (without corrections)
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Superior

e The writer is able to produce well-structured essay on a wide range of topics, and adequately address the
given topics.

e Complete range of morphologic and syntactic structures is evident.

e Range of vocabulary is extensive as that of an educated native speaker. The choice of words and the
collocational knowledge is accurate.

e The writer can produce cohesive sentences and paragraphs in the extended essay using a variety of
appropriate cohesive devices. Unnecessary redundancy or repetition is not found.



